The Bible What is it?  Where did it Come From?  How do I find my way in it?
Objectives:  Students will be able to explain what the Bible is and where it came from.  They will be able to use the way the Bible is organized to find verses  They will describe     Explain where the Bible came from what God's word does and how we benefit from it.  They will begin to apply God's word to their lives.

Materials:  Vocabulary notebooks, Bibles, computers (if they have them)

Procedure:  1.    Begin with prayer.



   2.    Introduce the lesson by asking the students to tell you what they already know about the Bible.  Discuss any misconceptions they may have.

                      3.    Go over the vocabulary words.  Have students give definitions for words they are familiar with.  Discuss any misconceptions, fill in definitions they may not know.  Students should put the vocabulary in their notebooks to create a resource for themselves.
                      3.   Play the first video.  Discuss any questions they might have.  



  4.  Demonstrate how knowing the organization of the Bible can help students find verses.  



   5.  Introduce the game of swords. (Explanation is in guided practice)


  
   6.   Play the next two videos.  Discuss any questions that may arise.  Lead the students in a discussion about why it is important to know how our Bible came about. 

                7.  Have the students read the following verses from their Bibles  Deuteronomy 29:29, Isaiah 59:21, Proverbs 6:23, Daniel 11:32, Psalm 40:8, Nehemiah 8:9, Psalm 17:4, Psalm 119:9, John 8:31, Proverbs 22:21. Discuss what these verses say and how these verses can impact their lives.

Guided Practice: Have the students play a game called Swords (from the Bible is  two edged sword).  Directions:  Students close their Bibles, the teacher calls out a verse (say Proverbs 23:5).  The students then look up the verse.  The first one to find the verse stands up and reads it.  This game will start out slow.  The idea is that as the students become more familiar with the organization of the Bible the faster they will be able to look up verses. Only do this for a few minutes the first time.  It is a good game to use every week to keep building upon their knowledge.
Check for Understanding:  The discussions will allow for you to check how the students are understanding the material.  Remember this material may be brand new to some students.  There is also an online quiz the students should take.  If internet access or computers are limited you can print out the quiz for the students to take.  Encourage them to take the quiz again at home.

Independent Practice:  Students will start their blogs this week.  The blogs are a way for the students to reflect on what they have learned during the lesson.  The blog should be completed at home.  If a student does not have internet access they can write their blog in a notebook.  Students can also play online vocabulary games to review the vocabulary.  This can be done at the end of class or at home.
Evaluation:  The teacher will observe the students to see that all are participating and contributing to the discussion.  She will grade completed quizzes (quizzes taken online are automatically graded).  She will read and comment on their blogs and assign points.
Lesson Two:  What's In the Bible?

Objectives:  Students will be able to 

· Distinguish between different types of literature in the Bible and be able to read it according to its type
· Tell why we need to be redeemed
· Compare and contrast God's way of redemption with people's way
· Justify which plan works

Materials:  Bibles, vocabulary notebooks, computers with internet access

Procedure:  1.  Pray for and with the class.


                2.  Quickly review what was covered last week.



   3.  Go over vocabulary for the week and have student add it to their notebooks

                       4.  Have the students flip through their Bibles and take notes of the different types of literature they see.  Discuss the different types.  Have the students compare and contrast the different types of literature and what the differences might mean to how they read and interpret different kinds of passages. For example:  You might ask them how would they read a narrative about history different than a poem or a letter? Does the type of literature impact the way they interpret the passage?  How so?


  5.  Next, talk about the overall theme of the Bible.  Remind them that last week they learned that the Bible has over 40 different authors but they all stuck to one basic theme.  Have the students identify what that theme is? ( depending on the class you may have to ask questions to scaffold their learning of picking out the overall theme).  Lead them to see that the Bible is the story of God's redemption.



 6.  Watch the first video.


              7.  Discuss the video and how the different parts of the Bible all relate to each other.  



8.  Talk about God's plan for redemption. Read about God's plan by reading selected verses Genesis 1- 3, Genesis 15, Isaiah 7: 14, Matthew 2:18-23, Mark15:37,  Luke 23:50-55,  John 20.  Show them people's way of redemption. Talk about the Law.  Have the students compare and contrast the two ways.



9.  Have the students evaluate which plan makes sense and which works.  

Guided Practice:  guide students in their discussions.  The teacher may have to help students with finding different types of literature.  They may also need help thinking about man's way of salvation (or lack there of) as people don't usually think about that but they do act on it.

Check for Understanding: The teacher will monitor group discussions and answer questions that arise.  

Independent Practice:  The students will create a graphic representation of their concept of God's plan of redemption.  They can use Power Point, they can create an online poster called a glog, or they could create a video.  Allow the students to be creative but let them know they may have to finish their creation outside of class.  Students will share the finished product with the rest of the class.  If students do not have computer or internet access outside of class they can make a poster.
In addition students can practice their vocabulary definitions by playing online games at the link provided on the website.

Evaluation:  The teacher will observe the students to make sure all are participating in group discussions.  The graphic representation will be evaluated according to the rubric found on the handouts page of the website.

Lesson Three:  The Psalms

Objectives:  Students will be able to 

· distinguish between the different genres in the Psalms
· analyze psalms to tell their genre
· write different types of psalms
Materials:  computers with internet connection, Bibles, printer

Procedure:  

1. Start by reading one of your favorite poems from the book of Psalms to spark interest.  Make sure it is a psalm that you get excited about as your excitement will help to get them excited.  Ask the students questions about what the psalmist is saying, feeling, attitude, etc. Don't make it seem like you are really analyzing poetry.

2. Introduce the students to the WebQuest.  Remind them of the rules for being on the internet and that they should limit themselves to the resources you give them.

3. Divide the students into groups of three.  You can have a group of four, just divide the third group covering Wisdom etc. so that one person covers Wisdom and teaching psalms and the other person covers Royal and Pilgrimage psalms. If you have a very small class (fewer than 6 students) work in one large group but still divide up the work load.

4. Give the students a chance to work in their groups and explore the psalms on their own.  The best way for them to learn is to self discover rather than being lectured to.

5. Give the students a due date for the final project.  I have planned for this to take a couple of sessions if the sessions are 1.5 hours long. ( It could take longer.  It really depends on the group.  I based the time on what I thought it would take last year's class to do this assignment).  You may have a different set up for your confirmation class so set the due date according to your schedule.

6. On the due date, bring the students back together and have them share their creations!

Evaluation:  Student projects will be evaluated according to the rubric found in the web quest.  The URL for the web quest is listed below.
WebQuest  URL: http://questgarden.com/159/52/9/130522170357/
Lesson Four:  The Gospels, Acts, and Epistles

Objectives:  Students will be able to:
· describe the content of the Gospels

· explain why we have different accounts of what happened

· describe the purpose of the epistles

· describe some of the problems faced by the early church

· help someone find out more information about Jesus and  the Christian life

Materials:  Bibles, computers, vocabulary notebooks

Procedure: 1.  Pray for and with the class.


       2. Review what the students have learned about God's plan for salvation and how the Old Testament points to Jesus.  Explain that we will be concentrating on where the story of Jesus is found and how that changed things.


      3.    Ask the students what they already know about the New Testament, how it's organized, who wrote it, the types of literature that is found there, etc.  Don't join in but let them explain their prior knowledge. Go over the vocabulary for this week.

    4.  Watch the first video.  This is a short tour of the Gospels. 

                5.  Engage the students in a discussion about the video.  Talk about the authors, how is the information in the video like or different from what they already knew.  Talk about what reasons there might be for having the four different accounts.


  6.  Discuss the content of the Gospels.  Break the students into four groups.  Each one takes a different Gospel.  Have them look for things that are unique to that Gospel for example Matthew is the only one that mentions the visit from the wise men, why do they think that is so? What is Matthew trying to tell us by that?  Mark writes more about having a relationship with Jesus not following rules and regulations. Have students pick out two or three events that Mark writes about and a couple that he leaves out.  Luke wants his readers to focus more on the future, have the students read Luke 9:27; 19:11, 21:20-24, 22:69 and 21:34-3 6 and find out how these passages look toward the future.  John writes about Jesus being the Son of God. Have students read John 2:1-11, 13-22; 4:46-54, 5:1-15 and describe what these passages tell us about Jesus.
Note* You may have to give the students additional scaffolding here as this material may be new to some.  The idea is not to fully grasp these concepts but to get an idea of how different and alike the four gospels are.  They will not master this concept.  Even Biblical scholars can't claim to have done that.


7.  Bring the groups back together to discuss their findings.  


8.  Now that they know some of what is contained in the Gospels, it's time to find out what the rest of the New Testament is about.  Have them watch the second video.

9  After the Video discuss why it would be important for the writers to record how the church was started.  What is the importance of the letters.  Why do we consider them sacred writings?


10.  Again divide the students into groups.  Tell the students to come up with a skit.  One (or two depending on the size of the group) of the members will be someone who would like to become a Christian but needs more information.  The group members will decide on the background of this person.  The other students  will need to describe who Jesus is and what he accomplished. You also need to tell the person where they can go for further information. Your skit should be no more than 5-10 minutes.  A rubric for this assignment can be found on the handout page.

Guided Practice:  The students in groups of three will discover some of the content of the gospels and report their findings back to the class.  The teacher will monitor any and all discussions.

Check For Understanding:  The teacher will monitor discussions.  She will also monitor the preparations for the skit.

Independent Practice:  Students will Blog about  1).  Who Jesus is, where in the Bible can someone find out about His life and His ministry.  Support your opinions with examples and tell where you found your examples.   2)  If you were explaining to someone about what it means to be a Christian, where in the Bible would you go for evidence?  Why would you look there?  Give examples from the Bible and where you found them.    
Students can also play games provided online to review their vocabulary.
